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The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by
Daniel James Brown

● ISBN: 978-0-14-312547-1

Assignment:

Read The Boys in the Boat and as you read ANNOTATE. I would like you to look for passages and
evidence that respond to these five themes in the novel: Class, Family vs. Independence, Teamwork, the
American Dream, and the East vs. West.  Let these five themes inform your annotations.  Read the
annotation guide below to be prepared to make some excellent annotations.

Annotation Domination Guide

Annotation Guide: Margin notes and color marking
Mandatory: Margin notes [can be on sticky notes if you prefer] in which you do the following (this list is
not exhaustive):
• Write your personal response to the text.
• Note implications of the text.
• Note the author's purpose as well as his/her technique.
• Explain the significance of the text.
• Define unknown vocabulary.

Annotations Tips What Not To Do

● Don’t only use a highlighter – Quality marking isn’t done with a fat-tipped highlighter. You
can’t write, which is an important part of marking the text, with a large marker. Get yourself some
fine point-colored pens to do the job.

● Don’t mark large volumes of text – You want important points to stand out. Although we all
know that everything can’t be important, we often highlight all of the text on the page. Avoid this
to help the key points stand out.

What To Do

● Mark the text with a pencil, pen, or, even better, colored fine-tipped pens – Remember, you
are not highlighting, you are writing.

● Underline sentences that contain a main idea or important new piece of
information/development

● Write the passage topic in the margin as a reminder – Just a word or two.
● Write questions in the margin – When you don’t understand something or when you don’t

understand the author’s thought process on a particular topic, write the question in the margin as a
reminder to settle the question.
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● Circle new and unfamiliar words – Look them up as soon as possible.
● Add your or other author’s perspectives in the margins – Other authors have surely written on

the same subject. What do they say? Do they agree with this author? If not, what do they say?
Add these ideas in the margins.

● Draw arrows to related ideas – Or unrelated ideas


