
HP English II Summer Reading 

Summer 2011 

 

Reading Assignment: Read Edith Hamilton’s Mythology and the Iliad, and answer the 

following questions. 

 

Please use the following website for the Iliad text: 

http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/iliad.html 
 

Please use this text for mythology:  

Mythology by Edith Hamilton / Little, Brown and Company, Publishers 

 

 

Study Questions for the Iliad 
Respond to each question in complete sentences. All answers must be handwritten on a 

separate sheet of paper. Do not skip every other line; instead, double space between each 

answer. 

 

Introduction 

1. When did Homer compose the Iliad and the Odyssey? 

2. Where was Homer born? 

3. The Iliad and the Odyssey cannot be regarded as entirely the invention of Homer. 

Why? 

4. In what ways are the Iliad and the Odyssey different from most other oral 

compositions? 

5. What does the editor of the introduction claim to be the most striking feature of 

Homer’s descriptions of battle scenes in the Iliad? 

6. The editor of the introduction claims that the readers of the Iliad are always kept 

conscious of “two poles” of war. What are the two poles to which he refers? 

7 The editor of the introduction also claims that the Iliad explores the Two poles of 

human experience” and their corresponding aspects of human nature. What are 

the two poles of human experience and what aspects of human nature do they 

illuminate? 

 

Book I 

8 The Iliad begins with a prayer to the muse. (The muse was one of the nine 

goddesses who were patronesses of the arts. The muse of epic poetry was 

Calliope.) All classical epics begin with such an invocation to the muse. What 

does Homer ask the muse to inspire him to sing about? 

9 The god Apollo has sent a plague to beset the Achaians. Why? 

10 Calchas is a soothsayer who can tell the Achaean leaders why the army is 

suffering, but before he does so he extracts a promise from Achilles. What does 

he ask Achilles to promise him? Why? 

11 Agamemnon and Achilles have an argument that ends with Achilles walking out 

on the army. What is the argument over? 

 

http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/iliad.html


12 Achilles prays to a goddess to help him in his feud with Agamemnon. To whom 

does he pray? 

13 Why does Hera become angry with Zeus? 

14 Identify the following characters: 

a. Achilles 

b. Agamemnon 

c. Calchas 

d. Chryses 

e. Chryseis 

f. Nestor 

g. Briseis 

 

Book VI 

15 Diomedes, an Achaean leader, and Glaucus, an ally of the Trojans, meet on the 

battlefield but do not fight. Why? 

16 Glaucus brags about his lineage to Diomedes. Who is the great hero from whom 

he claims descent? 

17 What does Glaucus give to Diomedes? What does Diomedes give him in return? 

Why do they exchange these gifts? 

18 What does the scene between Glaucus and Diomedes teach us about the values of 

Homeric society? 

19 When Hector returns to Troy, his mother offers him wine to drink but he refuses. 

Why? He then asks his mother to do something. What? What does this scene 

between Hector and his mother reveal about his character? 

20 Why has Hector returned to Troy? 

21 When Hector finds Paris in Troy, what is Paris doing? 

22 Hector angrily criticizes Paris. Why? What is Paris’s response? What does this 

exchange between the two brothers reveal about each of their characters? 

23 In lines 467-478, Homer, in an extended simile, compares Paris to something. To 

what does he compare Paris? What impression does this simile give us of Paris? 

24 Identify the following characters: 

a. Glaucus 

b. Diomedes 

c. Hector 

d. Hecuba 

e. Paris 

f. Helen 

g. Andromache 

h. Astyanax (Skamandrios) 

 

Book IX 

25 At the start of book IX, what is the state of the morale among the Achaean army? 

26 What suggestion does Agamemnon make to the army? How do the other leaders 

of the army receive that suggestion? 

27 How and why has Agamemnon’s attitude toward Achilles (and the conflict that 

has grown up between them) changed? 



28 What does Agamemnon propose to do to resolve his conflict with Achilles? 

29 What is Achilles doing when the embassy first arrives at his tent? How does he 

greet the embassy? 

30 Odysseus pleads with Achilles to let go of his anger. He says that even if Achilles 

continues to hate Agamemnon, there is another reason to come back to fight the 

Trojans. What is the other reason? 

31 In his reply to Odysseus, Achilles compares Agamemnon to someone else. To 

whom does he compare Agamemnon? Why? 

32 Achilles’ mother says that Achilles has two possible fates from which to choose. 

What are they? 

33 According to Phoinix, why should Achilles return to the Achaean army? 

34 Ajax is angry at Achilles and criticizes him for holding on to his hatred of 

Agamemnon. What is the basis of his criticism of Achilles? 

35 Identify the following characters: 

a. Patroclus 

b. Odysseus 

c. Phoinix 

d. Ajax 

 

Book XVI 

36 Sarpedon is killed by Patroclus. Before he is killed, Zeus considers saving him, 

but Hera talks him out of it. Why does Hera think that Sarpedon should die? What 

does this reveal about the way mankind is regarded by the gods? 

37 A fierce battle ensues over Sarpedon’s body. What is to be decided by the battle? 

38 What finally happens to Sarpedon’s body? 

39 How does Patroclus die? As he dies, what is the prediction he makes to Hector? 

40 Identify the following characters: 

a. Sarpedon 

b. Euphorbas 

c. Cebriones 

 

Book XVIII 

41 On the shield Hephaestus makes for Achilles, there are depicted two cities-one 

city is at peace, the other is at war. A conflict arises between two men in the city 

at peace. How is that conflict resolved? 

42 Beyond the two cities, what else is depicted on the shield Hephaistos makes? 

43 What encircles the shield? 

44 Can you see any deeper significance to Achilles’ new shield than what is literally 

given? What is that deeper significance? Explain. 

45 Identify the following character: Charis 

 

Book XXII 

46 At the beginning of book XXII, the rest of the Trojan army has retreated behind 

the walls of Troy except Hector. Why has Hector stayed outside to confront 

Achilles?  

 



47 Before Hector decides to flee from Achilles, he considers another option but then 

rules that option out. What alternative plan does Hector consider before he flees? 

Why does he rule it out? 

48 What happens to convince Hector to turn and fight? 

49 What request does Hector make of Achilles after Achilles has struck him down? 

What is Achilles’ reply? 

50 What does Achilles do with Hector’s body after he kills him? 

51 What is Andromache doing when she first hears of Hector’s death? How does she 

react to the news? 

52 What does Andromache say will become of Astyanax now that Hector is dead? 

 

Book XXIV 

53 After Achilles kills Hector, he continues to abuse the corpse, but the corpse does 

not come to any harm. Why? 

54 What are Zeus’s feelings about Achilles’ behavior toward Hector’s body? 

55 What does Zeus tell Hermes and Iris to do regarding the recovery of Hector’s 

body? 

56 How does Priam feel about all of his surviving sons? What do they all have in 

common? 

57 What bird is most closely associated with Zeus? 

58 In what guise does Hermes appear to Priam? 

59 When Priam attempts to pay Hermes for his services, Hermes refuses. What 

reason does he give for refusing? What does this reason reveal about Achilles? 

60 How does Achilles greet Priam when Priam comes to ransom Hector’s body? 

61 Achilles is impressed by Priam. Why? What does he realize is a common ground 

between them? 

62 Achilles tells a story to Priam about Niobe. Who is Niobe and what became of 

her? How is this story relevant to Priam? Why is it ironic that Achilles is telling 

it? 

63 Priam spends the night in Achilles’ camp. What advice does Achilles giv Priam 

regarding his overnight stay? 

64 Achilles agrees to do something for Priam after Priam returns to Troy with 

Hector’s body. What is Achilles going to do? 

65 What advice does Hermes give Priam toward the end of Priam’s visit with 

Achilles? 

66 Describe the burial rites for Hector. 

 

Study Questions for Mythology 
 

Reading Assignment: Read Mythology parts I-V and answer the following questions. 

Respond to each question in complete sentences. All answers must be handwritten on a separate 

sheet of paper. Do not skip every other line; instead, double space between each answer. 

 

1. Who are the Titans? 

2. Identify the twelve great Olympians and list their Roman counterparts. 

[Complete sentences not necessary for this answer.] 



3. Who are the muses? 

4. What are the two divisions of the underworld? 

5. Discuss the differences between Homer’s and Virgil’s description of the 

underworld? 

6. What is the name of the ferryman who escorts souls to the underworld? 

7. Name the five rivers of the underworld. 

8. Who are the Erinyes? 

9. From where does the word panic come. 

10. Who are Helen’s and Clytemnestra’s brother. 

11. What heroic quest do they go on? 

12. Who was worshipped in the Eleusinian mysteries? 

13. Who is Persephone, and what happened to her? 

14. Who is Semele and how does she die? 

15. Explain the origin of dolphins. 

16. How is Pentheus killed and why? 

17. Tragedies were performed at festivals celebrating what god? 

18. What is Pandora’s box? 

19. Why is Prometheus being punished? 

20. How is he punished? 

21. What is Narcissus’ greatest fault? 

22. Who is Venus’ son? 

23. Why are Psyche’s sisters jealous? 

24. Why does Cupid flee from Psyche? 

25. Who helps Psyche separate the seeds? 

26. Who helps Psyche get water from the Styx? 

27. Who does Psyche marry? 

28. How are Pyramus and Thisbe able to communicate? 

29. Where are Pyramus and Thisbe planning to meet? 

30. Why does Pyramus kill himself? 

31. Why is the fruit of the mulberry tree red? 

32. What special talent did Orpheus have? 

33. What happened to Eurydice on her wedding night? 

34. What did Orpheus do to get Eurydice out of the underworld? 

35. What talent did Pygmalion have? 

36. With whom did Pygmalion fall in love? 

37. How did Venus answer his prayer? 

38. What was the Golden Fleece? 

39. Why did Pelias send Jason on a journey? 

40. Why didn’t Hercules complete the journey to get the Golden Fleece? 

41. Who were the harpies? 

42. Why did Medea fall in love with Jason? 

43. How was Jason able to harness the fire breathing bulls? 

44. What did Jason sow into the ground after harnessing them? 

45. How did Medea prevent King Aeetes from catching her when she fled? 

46. How did King Pelias die? 

47. What favor did Phaethon ask of his father? 



48. What happened when his father granted him this favor? 

49. From where did Pegasus come? 

50. How was Bellerophon able to bridle Pegasus? 

51. What was the Chimaera? 

52. What did Bellerophon do to make the gods angry? 

53. Who was Daedalus? 

54. How did Daedalus’ son Icarus die? 

55. What did King Acrisius do to his daughter Danae when he found out that he 

would never have a boy? 

56. Who was the father of Perseus? 

57. What did King Acrisius do to his grandson and daughter? 

58. What ruler fell in love with Danae? 

59. What three gifts did Perseus receive from the Hyperboreans? 

60. What happened to Medusa’s head? 

61. Why did King Aegeus place a sword and a pair of shoes in a hollow? 

62. Why did Theseus decide to go to Athens on foot rather than by ship? 

63. What was the Minotaur? 

64. How was Theseus able to make his way out of the labyrinth? 

65. Why did King Aegeus throw himself from a rocky height and die? 

66. What did Theseus do at Perithous’ wedding? 

67. How was Hippolytus killed? 

68. Which group of Greeks did not consider Hercules the greatest hero of all? 

69. Was Hercules more noted for his brains or his brawn? 

70. Who was Hercules’ father? 

71. What happened one night in the baby Hercules’ crib? 

72. Why did Hercules kill his wife and children? 

73. Who stopped Hercules from killing himself? 

74. How many tasks did Hercules complete as penance for killing his family? 

75. How did Hercules trick Atlas? 

76. How did Hercules die? 

77. Which goddess was often left out of social events on Olympus? 

78. What was marked on the golden apple at King Peleus’ wedding? 

79. Who were the three goddesses who wanted Paris’ vote at King Peleus wedding? 

80. Which of the three goddesses won Paris’ vote as the most fair? How did she win? 

81. Who are Agamemnon, Clytemnestra, Orestes, Electra, Menelaous, and Helen? 

82. What did Tantalus do to win the enmity of the gods for himself and his posterity? 

83. How is Tantalus punished? 

84. Who is Niobe? What god or goddess does she offend? What is her offence? 

85. How is Niobe punished? What is her fate? 

86. Who is Cadmus? 

87. Who helps Cadmus build the city of Thebes? 

88. Who are Cadmus’ wife and children? 

89. What becomes of Cadmus children (Semele, Ino, Agave and Autonoe) 

90. What happens to Autonoe’s son Actaeon? 

91. Where is Oedipus born? 

92. Where does he grow up? 



93. What prophecy is told to his parents shortly after he is born? 

94. What is the sphinx? 

95. What riddle does Oedipus solve? 

96. What happens to Oedipus’ children (Antigone, Ismene, Eteokles, and 

Polyneices)? 

97. What horrible sin does Oedipus commit? 

98. How does Oedipus decide to punish himself for his sin? 

99. Who is Teiresias? 

100. What is the moral that Edith Hamilton points out of the story of Cadmus, 

Harmonia, and Oedipus? 


